Note to Correspondents: In first mission to India, Special Envoy Heyzer calls for regional unity
for de-escalation of violence, release of political prisoners and return to civilian rule based on
the will of the people

NEW DELHI, 11 May 2023 — The Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General on Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer
today reinforced that a unified regional approach supporting Myanmar-led solutions, in accordance with
the will and needs of the people, can make tangible progress on the ground, urgently address the suffering
of the people and prevent a catastrophe in the heart of Asia.

In her first visit to New Delhi as UN Special Envoy from 9 to 10 May, the Special Envoy held discussions
with Minister of External Affairs of India H.E. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan
Kwatra and Joint Secretary (Bangladesh-Myanmar) Smita Pant.

Underlining that India as a neighbouring country has been particularly impacted by the situation in
Myanmar, Indian officials emphasized the need for immediate cessation of violence by all sides and
fostering dialogue for return of peace, stability and democracy in Myanmar. Indian officials also reiterated
their support to the efforts of the UN and ASEAN.

Special Envoy Heyzer highlighted India’s key role in the United Nations and as a leader of the Global South
holding the current presidency of the G20. She appreciated India’s constructive efforts towards peaceful
resolution of the situation in Myanmar and also expressed the United Nations’ gratitude to the
Government and people of India for generously hosting over 53,000 people from Myanmar,
acknowledging the major challenges facing Myanmar’s neighbouring countries affected by the escalating
conflict and violence.

In this context, the Special Envoy reinforced the need for concrete steps to resolve the crisis and build the
foundation for sustainable peace and a return to civilian rule based on the will of the people, such as
cessation of violence, immediate release of all political prisoners, including State Counsellor Aung San Suu
Kyi and President Win Myint, and unimpeded humanitarian assistance through all available channels
reaching the most vulnerable in areas of active conflict.

Guided by both the UN General Assembly and UN Security Council, Special Envoy Heyzer continues to
closely cooperate with the ASEAN Special Envoy to create a conducive environment for inclusive dialogue
and a political solution to the Myanmar crisis.
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